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(54) Security check provision 

(57) Methods and apparatus for providing a security 
check are disclosed. Many conventional security checks 
require the recording or transmission of a user data sets 
associated with respective authorised users. A problem 
arises with these systems if the user data set becomes 
known by unauthorised persons. In order to address 
this problem the present invention proposes the record- 
ing or transmission of only part of the user data set in 
insecure sections of the system. For example, a security 
check preventing unauthorised remote access to a 
shared computer (20) is provided by capturing a user 
data set represerrting a user's iris, operating the user's 



personal computer (10) to select only a portion of the 
captured data set requested by the shared computer 
(20) and transmitting the portion along a telecommuni- 
cations line (16). The shared computer (20) derives par- 
tial data sets from stored user data sets using a similar 
selection to that used by personal computer (10) and 
compares the partial data set it has derived with the par- 
tial data set transmitted by the personal computer (10) 
in deciding whether to grant access. Point-of-sale 
devices and cards recording only partial user data sets 
are also disclosed. 
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Description 

The present invention relates to a method of provid- 
ing an automatic security check. The invention is partic- 
ularly, but not exclusively, useful in relation to the 
security of conputers accessed via telecommunications 
links. 

At the most basic level, the provision of a security 
check Involves one person allowing only people vsfhom 
he recognises to pass. However, this basic system 
becomes unworkable once such large numbers of peo- 
ple are authorised that it is not feasible tor each of them 
to be recognised by the person providing the security 
check. For this reason, such checks are often innple- 
mented by issuing all those people who are authorised 
to pass the chec^ with a portable device which irKiicates 
that they are so authorised. In order to prevent the port- 
able devices being used by persons other than those 
that they were issued to, the portable devices rray be 
made specific to that person. For example, the devices 
may be provided with a photograph o1 the authorised 
person or may be signed by the authorised person. An 
example of the former is a passport which contains a 
photograph of its owner arKi an example of the latter Is 
a cheque guarantee card which is signed by its owner. 
Provided a person judges that there is sufficient similar- 
ity between the photograph and the appearance of the 
person or between the signature of the person and the 
signature on the card, the possessor of the passport or 
cheque guarantee card will be allowed to pass the rele- 
vant security check, in the examples given, to cross a 
national border or to debit money from an account. 

In n^ny cases, it is desirable to automate the provi- 
sion of a security check. This is usually achieved by 
assigning each authorised user a data sequence which 
is to be menK)rised by him. For example, a bank 
account holder may have a personal identification 
numfc>er (PIN) assigned to him and a person who is 
authorised to access a computer may have a password 
assigned to him. 

More recently, security checks have been devel- 
oped which involve capture of data which is. at least in 
part, dependent on a biometric I.e. a statistical or quan- 
titative measure of a biological feature of a person. For 
example. US patent Na 5,291,560 discloses a device 
which images the eye of a person to obtain data repre- 
senting the spatial luminance distribution presented by 
his iris; converts that image data to an "iris code", which 
is then compared to stored iris codes of authorised 
users. The capture of other biometrics such as signa- 
tures and fingerprints has been suggested. 

A problem arises if the data sequence used in ah 
automatic security check falls into the hands of an unau- 
thorised person since he or she can then use the data 
sequence to breach the security check. 

One way in which the security check might be 
breached Is by an eavesdropper who obtains an author- 
ised user's password, PIN or iris code as it is transmit- 



ted over a communications link on the user attempting 
to pass a security check. The password. PIN or iris code 
can then subsequently be resent by the eavesdropper 
to allow him to pass a security check. The words "com- 

5 munications link" are here intended to include tele- 
phone lines (copper cable or optical fibre) , radio or other 
wireless communication links, any cabling between 
electronic devices In separate housings and other simi- 
lar types of links. Such cabling might be monitored 

10 using a recording device attached to the communica- 
tions link or perhaps by monitoring electromagnetic 
radiation emanating from the link. 

A similar problem arises when a portable device 
having a data sequence stored thereon is carried by 

75 authorised users - e.g. a PIN stored on a bankcard - is 
stolen and read. 

A standard approach to these problems is to 
encrypt the password or PIN using an encryption algo- 
rithm. However, many commercial systems rely on 

20 encryption techniques that are known to be vulnerable 
to attack by a competent cryptanalyst. Furthermore, the 
perceived security of more advanced encryption tech- 
niques such as RSA encryption, rests on an underlying 
assumption that certain nnathematical operations are 

25 computationally unfeasible to carry out. 

It is also known to operate on a data sequence 
using a so-called one-way hash function. The function 
operates on the data sequence to provide a shortened 
data sequence which Is sufficient to llngerprint' the data 

30 sequence. For example, the problem of storing pass- 
worcte at a central server can be avoided by instead 
storing the shortened data sequences resulting from 
operating on the passwords using such a one-way hash 
function - if the shortened data sequences match, then 

35 it Is reasonable to assume that a valid password was 
entered by the user. This allows the provision of pass- 
word security without necessitating the storage of the 
passwords themselves at the central server. 

Both encryption algorithms ar>d one-way hash func- 

40 tions carry a significant processing overhead, and nei- 
ther can be shown to guarantee security The 
processing overhead is undesirat^le in commercial sys- 
tems because it both reduces the rate at which data can 
be transmitted and increases the cost of equipment. 

45 According to one aspect of the present Invention, 
there is provided a method of providing an automatic 
security check, said method comprising the steps of: 

operating a user data capture device to: 

50 

(a) obtain, from a ti^-er attempting to pass the 
security check, a use data set; and 

(b) derive a user partial data set. the derivation 
involving a selection from a user data set; 

55 

transmitting said partial data set via a communica- 
tions link to an authentication apparatus operable to 
provide one or more acceptable data sets; and 
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operating said authentication apparatus to compare 
said user partial data set with said acceptable data 
set to determine whether said user is a person 
authorised to pass said security check. 

5 

According to a second aspect of the present inven- 
tion, there is provided a portable device for use in ena- 
bling an authorised person to pass a security check, 
said device comprising storage means storing an 
acceptable data set comprising elements selected from io 
a user data set associated with said authorised person, 
without encoding any of the remaining elements in said 
user data set. 

By transmitting data which has based on selected 
elements from a larger user data set associated with is 
one or more authorised persons, and where the remain- 
der of the user data cannot be derived from the trans- 
mitted data, security can be restored after a security 
breach, by changing the nature of the selection without 
changing the large user data set itself. 20 

In a similar way. by storing only selected elements 
from a larger user data set associated with one or more 
authorised persons on a portable device, security on the 
system can be restored even if the portable device is 
stolen, by issuing the authorised user another portat^e 25 
device featuring a different selection of elements from 
the larger user data set. The apparatus which co-acts 
with the portable device to provide the security check 
can then be reconfigured to accept only the new selec- 
tion from the larger user data set. In that way. security 30 
can be restored without there being a necessity to alter 
the larger user data set itself. This is important in rela- 
tion to many biometrics since they represent enduring 
biological characteristics of a person and hence cannot 
easily be changed. 35 

Furthermore, the selection carried out in the 
present invention requires less processing than more 
conrplex one-way hash functions. The complexity of 
one-way hash functions makes it difficult. to prove that 
the original data sequence cannot be derived from the 40 
shortened data sequence, whereas a simple selection 
of m elements from a data set having n independent 
elements (where n>m) clearly prevents an eavesdrop- 
per from establishing the original data sequence. 

Preferably, the method comprises the step of auto- 4S 
matically attering the selection process in deriving the 
user data set in dependence upon the time (e.g. of the 
transmission). This feature has the result that an eaves- 
dropper re-sending the partial data sequence he has 
earlier intercepted is less likely to be able to breach the so 
security check. The dependence upon the time of the 
transmission could be dependence on the time of day, 
the date, or, the selection could be made according to a 
pseudo-random sequence which is followed synchro- 
nously by the user data capture device and the authen- ss 
tication apparatus. 

In some emlxxiiments, the nature of the selection 
can be indicated to the user data capture device by the 



transmission of a signal from the authentication appara- 
tus to that device. Such a method may allow a more effi- 
cient implementation of an apparatus carrying out the 
method of the present invention. 

If the user data which is being encoded represents 
a biometric, then security is improved because biomet- 
rics by their nature depend at least in part on the biolog- 
ical features of authorised users. As such, they do not 
need to be memorised. A particular advantage of the 
user data representing a biometric is that data sets rep- 
resenting biometrics typically have a large number of 
independent data elements and hence are particularly 
suitable for use with the method of present invention. 

If the biometric chosen is an image biometric for 
example, e.g. a biometric representing the user s facial 
appearance or the spatial luminance distribution across 
his iris, then there is no requirement that the user make 
physical contact with the user data capture device. This 
is likely to nnake the user data capture device easier to 
use and to allow faster processing of security checks. 

A particular advantage of using the luminance pat- 
tern of one of the user's irises is that the iris is a more 
unique identifier than a fingerprint and is almost impos- 
sible to alter without unacceptable risk to any would-be 
impostor. 

Additionally to the at)ove. the user partial data set 
may be encrypted before transmission. As suggested 
above, the technique of the present invention is more 
robust than simple encryption since even if the partial 
user set were to be decrypted, the full user data set 
would not be available to the person trying to breach the 
security check. 

According to a third aspect of the present invention 
there is provkied: a security check terminal comprising 
a user partial data acquisition device operable to: (a) 
obtain, from a user att^npting to pass the security 
check, a user data set; and. (b) derive a user partial 
data set from the user data set, the derivation involving 
some, but not all. of the elements from the user data set. 

By providing a terminal which only transmits a user 
partial data set. security is improved since an eaves- 
dropper listening to a signal output by the terminal will 
not be able to gain knowledge of the full user data set. 
Hence, the security of a communications network hav- 
ing one or more terminals is improved. Also, the termi- 
nal can be provided with a selection capability without 
significantly increasing its cost or decreasing its speed. 

Preferably, the user partial data acquisition device 
is operat>le to capture a user data set and is directly 
connected to one or nnore processing means operable 
to select elements from the user data set in deriving a 
user partial data set. 

By providng a direct connection between the acqui- 
sition device and the processing means the security of 
any communication of the user data set is raised. For 
example, the capture of the user data set and the 
processing can take place in the same integrated cir- 
cuit. 
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In order to provide a terminal which would also be 
useful as a security check terminal in a situation where 
a high level of security is not essential, the apparatus 
might further comprise: 

a reader for reading an acceptable data set stored 
on a portable device, said portable device compris- 
ing storage means storing an acceptable data set 
which is derived from some, but not all, elements of 
a data set associated with an authorised user; 
a comparison means for comparing said user par- 
tial data set with said acceptable data set; and 
an authenticity signal generating means operable 
to generate a signal indicative of whether the user 
is an authorised person on the basis of the compar- 
ison made by said comparison means. 

Such an apparatus might be of use as a point-of- 
sale apparatus. Then, in order to authorise a transaction 
involving the transfer of, say, less than fifty pounds, the 
comparison could be made between the captured user 
partial data and the acceptable data set stored on the 
portable device (in conventional systems this is nor- 
mally a credit card bearing a magnetic strip recording 
data) without requiring any communication with an 
authentication apparatus. 

However, such terminals will be more accessible to 
unauthorised persons than will the centrally managed 
authentication apparatus and therefore the apparatus 
preferably further comprises an input for inputting a sig- 
nal from the authentication apparatus indicating how the 
user partial data set is to be derived from the user data 
set and an output for outputting the thus derived user 
partial data set to the authentication apparatus. 

According to a fourth aspect of the present inven- 
tion, there is provided an authentication apparatus com- 
prising: 

a partial user data set input means; 
an authentication signal output means; 
one or more storage media having recorded therein 
one or more stored data sets, and processor read- 
able code executable to verify that a remote user is 
an authorised person, said code comprising: 
user partial data set input code executable to read 
a user partial data set via said input means; 
acceptable data set acquisition code executable to 
provide one or more acceptable data sets on the 
basis of one or more of said stored data sets; 
data set comparison code executable to establish 
whether the user partial data set and the accepta- 
ble data set are sufficiently similar to verify that the 
remote user is an authorised person; and 
authentication signal generation code executable to 
cause an authentication signal to be output via said 
output means on said data sets being sufficiently 
similar. 



According to a fifth aspect of the present invention 
there is provided a communications network compris- 
ing: 

5 one or more authentication apparatuses according 

to the fourth aspect of the present invention; 
one or more security check terminals according to 
the third aspect of the present invention; and 
one or more data communications links between 

10 said authentication apparatuses and terminals. 

Embodiments of tiie present invention will now be 
described, by way of example only, with reference to the 
following drawings, in which: 

75 

Figure 1 relates to a first err±>odiment of the present 
invention and schematically illustrates a user's 
computer connected to a company server, via an 
intermediate routing computer. 

20 

Rgure 2 is a schematic representation of an image 
capture apparatus for use in relation to the first 
emtx)diment; 

25 Rgure 3 is a schematic diagram which illustrates 
one possible hardware architecture for the image 
capture apparatus; 

Rgure 4 is a flow chart of a remote login operation 
30 carried out on the apparatus of Figure 1 ; 

Rgure 5 is a flow chart which illustrates the iris 
code capture and transmission step of Figure 4; 

35 Rgure 6 relates to a second enrtx>diment of the 
presertt invention and shows a communication net- 
work for use by a financial transaction servicing 
company; 

40 Rgure 7 shows additional elements that would be 
incorporated irrto a point-of-sale terminal in the 
communication network; 

Rgure 8 is a flowchart showing the operation of the 
45 elements of the second embodiment of the present 
invention when used in relation to a low value finan- 
cial transaction; 

Rgure 9 is a flowchart showing the operation of the 
50 elements of the network when used in relation to a 
financial transaction of higher value; and 

Rgure 1 0 is a flowchart showing a further sequence 
of operations which may be additionally followed to 
55 increase the certainty of the authentication of tfie 
user. 

Rgure 1 shows a user's personal computer (PC) 1 0 
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which, in addition to normal input/output devices and 
associated interfaces, has an infra-red receiver 22 and 
transmitter 23 and an infra-red signal interface card (not 
shown). These additional components enable conrtmu- 
nication of data between the user's PC 1 0 and an image 5 
capture apparatus 12. 

The user's PC 10 is connected via a modem 14 and 
a telecommunications line 16 to an intermediate routing 
computer 18. which routes signals from the user's PC 
10 to a server 20. The server 20 may. for example, 10 
belong to a corporation and have storage means con- 
taining files which are of significant value to that corpo- 
ration. However, where the user of the PC 10 is an 
employee of that corporation, then the provision of a 
communications fink between the PC 10 and the server is 
20 has the benefit of allowing that employee to work 
from home. 

Transfer of data between the image capture appa- 
ratus 12 and the user*s PC 10 involves neither encryp- 
tion nor the method of the present invention since that 20 
link is considered relatively secure in comparison to the 
telecommunications line 16. Of particular concern is the 
routing computer 18 which might execute so-called 
'sniffer' programs to record passwords or the like as they 
are transmitted to the server 20. 25 

In more detail, the image capture apparatus (12 
and Figure 2) is contained in a suitable housing 126. A 
user positions his eye 1 10 by placing his face appropri- 
ately agair^t an eye-cup 115 at a rear window 120 of 
the housing 126. The eye-cup acts both as a means of 30 
minimising the amount of ambierrt light entering the 
apparatus and as the means for aligning the user's eye 
with the window. 

The eye-cup 1 15 is attached to a ban^el 130 formed 
in the housing 126 which provides a fixed separation 35 
between the eye 110 and a fixed-focus charge coupled 
device (CCD) camera 135. The barrel 130 provides a 
line-of-sight for the user, from the rear wirxlow 120 to a 
front window 140, through the housing 126. 

The optical path between the eye 1 1 0 and the carrv 40 
era 135 subtends an angle of 90*" owing to a partially 
reflecting mirror 145, angled at 45** to the line-of-sight 
through the barr^ 130. 

An infrared (IR) illumination source 150 is located 
between the mirror 1 45 and the eye 1 1 0 to illuminate the 45 
eye. The source has an associated screen 155 to pre- 
vent IR light traveling directly from the source 150. via 
the mirror 145. to the camera 135. 

An IR transmitter 160 and receiver 162 are located 
on the front of the housing 126, in line with the line-of- so 
sight through the barrel 130. and a trigger button 165 is 
included on the housing for the user to control when the 
image of his iris is captured. 

The front of the barrel 130 includes an IR filter 1 70 
to minimise the amount of stray IR radiation that enters ss 
the apparatus. The CCD camera 135 is protected from 
stray visible light with a visible light filter 1 75 positioned 
between the camera and the barrel. The CCD camera is 



a standard black and white camera which is also sensi- 
tive to IR optical radiation. 

The apparatus also includes appropriate electronic 
circuitry 180 contained in the housing (described in 
more detail in relation to Figure 3). 

An optical indicator 185 positioned in the barrel 
comprises a red light-emitting diode (LED) and a green 
LED which are located in the field of view of the user. 

The partially reflecting mirror 145 comprises a 
glass screen with a surface coating which reflects IR 
and near infrared (NIR) optical radiation and transmits 
visible light. Screens of this type are sometimes known 
as heat-reflecting fQters or 'hot-mirrors'. An advantage 
of this type of mirror is that, to some extent at least, the 
mirror also acts as a filter to IR radiation reaching the 
eye and to visible light reaching the camera. 

The overall size of the apparatus depends mainly 
on the size of the opening for the eye 120 and on the 
level of comfort and ease of use required by a user of 
the apparatus. The hardware for the apparatus is 
designed onto a single application specific integrated 
circuit (ASIC), the size of which is not a limiting factor to 
the size of the apparatus. Also, known CCD cameras 
can have dimensions in the order of millimetres and are 
also not a limiting factor of the apparatus size. 

Figure 3 shows one possit^e hardware architecture 
an-angement for the circuitry 1 80. As already stated, the 
processing hardware is preferably engineered onto a 
single ASIC. The apparatus is controlled by a processor 
200 which runs software held in read-only memory 
(ROM) 205. The software in the ROM 205 is executable 
to operate on image data obtained from the CCD cam- 
era 135 using the algorithm described in US Patent No. 
5,291.560, thereby producing a 256-byte iris code. The 
processor 200 is connected via a bus 210 to the ROM 
205, a block of random access memory (RAM) 215 and 
an input/output (I/O) controller 220. The RAM is large 
enough to hold at least one captured image of an eye. 
The I/O controller 220 is connected by appropriate cir- 
cuitry and drivers (not shown) to the IR transmitter 160 
and receiver 162, the CCD camera 135, the trigger 165, 
the IR illumination source 150 and the optical indicator 
185. The whole apparatus is powered by a suitable bat- 
tery (not shown). 

The processor 200 is sensitive to signals received 
from the trigger 165, the IR receiver 162 and the CCD 
camera 135. Also, the processor controls the IR trans- 
mitter 160, the IR illumination source, the CCD camera 
operation and the optical indicator 185. 

The infrared receiver 22 and transmitter 23 are 
externally mounted on the user's PC 10 and are con- 
nected to the infrared signal interface card (not shown) 
via a cable connected to one of the PC's output ports. 
The other devices i.e. the rrxxlem 14. transmission line 
16. routing computer 18 and server 20 are standard. 
The user's PC 10 and server 20 store software pro- 
gran^ which are executable by the PC and server 
respectively to carry out the appropriate process steps 
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described betow in relation to Figure 4. Those skilled in 
the art of programming will be readily able to provide 
suitable code to carry out those process steps. 

Turning now to Figure 4, on the user making a 
request to log onto the server via his PC 10, the PC 10 5 
is controlled to output a signal via the modem request- 
ing access to the server 20 (step 30). On receiving that 
request, the server 20 replies with a request for the PC 
to transmit a partial iris code to the server 20. The par- 
tial iris code required is indicated by the server transmit- 
ting a number #N between one and eight with that 
request (step 32). 

In step 34, on the PC receiving the reply from the 
server 20, a message is displayed on the PC screen 
prompting the user to operate the image capture appa- 
ratus to allow his iris code to be obtained by his PC 10. 
In step 36 (described in more detail below in relation to 
figure 5). the iris code is transmitted from the image 
capture apparatus 12 to the PC 10. 

A program stored in the RAM of the PC 1 0 is then 
executed to derive, from the transmitted iris code, the 
partial iris code which has been requested by the server 
20. That program is effective to select the Nth bit of each 
byte of the 256-byte iris code to provide a 32-byte partial 
iris code For example, if the server 20 requests partial 
iris code #1 in step 32. then the PC selects the first bit 
of each byte of the iris code obtained from the user, the 
order of the bits in the iris code being the same as the 
order of the bytes in the full iris code from which they are 
taken. Once this partial iris code has been derived, it is 
encrypted (step 39) and then transmitted via the 
modem 14 and routing computer 18 to server 20 (step 
40). 

On receipt, the enaypted partial iris code is 
decrypted (step 41) and, in step 42, the sen/er 20 exe- 
cutes a program which is operable to conpare the par- 
tial iris code received from the PC 10 with stored 
acceptable codes which have previously been derived 
from the iris codes of authorised users in a similar way 
to the derivation of the user partial iris code from the 
user's iris code i.e. in which derivation the same Nth bit 
has been selected from each byte of the full iris code. 
The program outputs an access decision (step 44) 
which is indicative of whether the transmitted partial iris 
code is sufficiently similar to one of the similariy gener- 
ated stored acceptable codes to grant access to the 
server 20. If the two are not sufficiently similar, a signal 
representing this decision is sent across the network to 
the PC 1 0 to indicate that access to the server is denied. 
The PC displays a message to this effect (step 48). If so 
the two are sufficiently simitar then control of the server 
20 by the PC 10 is enabled. 

It will be appreciated by those skilled in the art how 
the present emlxxiiment might be upgraded to request 
a user name as well as a user partial iris code. This wilt ss 
make the remote login Operation faster since the server 
need only make a comparison with one of the iris codes 
stored in the database. 



The derivation of the selected partial iris code from 
the captured full iris code in step 38 is now discussed in 
more detail in relation to figure 5. 

The flow diagram in Figure 5 illustrates one possi- 
ble process for the capture and transmission of full iris 
codes from the image capture apparatus 12 to the 
user's PC 10. 

In step 300, the imaging apparatus is in a state 
where the display connected to the PC 10 indicates that 
the user is to enter his iris code and a trigger depression 
is awaited to start the process. The user first positions 
the eye cup 115 against his eye and aligns the image 
capture apparatus 12 by orienting it such that he can 
see the receiver 22 externally mounted on the PC 10 by 
looking through the interior of the housing 126. Then, on 
the user pressing the trigger 165. the trigger generates 
a signal which is received by the processor. The proces- 
sor then controls the IR transmitter to send a signal, in 
step 305, to the user's PC 10 to initiate communications. 
In response, the user's PC 10 sends a return message 
to the imaging apparatus 12. 

If the return message is not received by the imaging 
apparatus 12 in step 315, for example as a result of the 
user's PC 10 not receiving the first signal, the red LED 
of the optical indicator 1 85 is lit (step 320) to indicate 
failure and inform the user to re-start the process by 
pressing the trigger again. 

When a return message is received by the imaging 
apparatus 12, in step 325 the processing means signals 
to the CCD camera 135 that an image should be cap- 
tured. The innage which is captured is stored in the RAf^ 
215. In step 330. the processor 200 determines if the 
stored image is suitable for encoding. If the image is not 
suitable, then the processor 200 signals to the camera 
1 35 to capture a further image. 

The image capturing step includes control of the 
illumination source 150. The illumination source 150 is 
connected in a control loop whereby the processor 200 
can vary the light intensity of the source 150 depending 
on, for example, the colour of the user's iris: a light blue 
iris reflects far more light and needs less illumination 
than a dark brown iris. Several sequentially captured 
images, similar to a video sequence, might be required 
for the processor 200 and software migN be executed 
by the processor 200 to determine the optimum illumi- 
nation for the eye before a suitable image is obtained. 

Capturing multiple images can also overcome prob- 
lems such as. for example, the user blinking at the point 
when one image is captured. Known digital signal 
processing techniques can be used to establish which 
image is the best and to reject unsuitable images. 

When a suitable image is obtained, the image data 
is retrieved from the RAf^ 215 and is processed to form 
an iris code, in step 335. using the iris code generating 
algorithm stored in ROM (step 315). The resulting 256- 
byte iris code is stored in the RAM 21 5. The iris code is 
then transmitted to the user's PC 10 by the IR transmit- 
ter 160 instep 345. 
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If the data is received successfully by the user's PC 
10, the transmitter 23 transmits a 'success' signal to the 
image capture apparatus 12 (step 350). The processor 
200, in response, causes the green LED of the optical 
indicator 1 85 to be lit to indicate to the user that the pro- 5 
cedure has been successful in step 360. Repeated fail- 
ure to transmit the data, for example after five attempts, 
causes the red LED of the optical indicators to be lit 
(step 355) and results in the user needing to re-start the 
whole procedure. 70 

It will be seen how. by only transmitting a selected 
eighth of the user's iris code, the chances of an eaves- 
dropper being able to log on to the server 20 without 
authorisation are much reduced. 

Another embodiment of the present invention, is 
namely a financial transaction authorisation apparatus, 
is illustrated in Figure 6. The apparatus comprises a pri- 
vate communications network 50 constructed in accord- 
ance with the X25 standard and connected via an 
asynchronous transfer mode (ATM) link 52 to a UNIX 20 
workstation 54 having a hard disc 56 with a high mem- 
ory capacity. The hard disc 56 stores the iris codes of ail 
authorised customers of the financial services com- 
pany, each of who are initially provided with a plastic 
card which bears a magnetic strip which records an 25 
encrypted partial iris code. This partial iris code initially 
comprises the first bit of each byte of the stored iris 
code, the second issue of the card (owing to the card 
expiring or being stolen) encodes every secorxl bit of 
the iris code, the third card to be issued encodes every 30 
third bit and so on. The magnetic card also encodes the 
user's account number and the nature of the selection 
from the full iris code. 

The private data network 50 is also connected to a 
plurality of point-of-sale apparatuses 58 installed at 35 
retail outlets. These point-of-sale devices include con- 
ventional features such as a liquid crystal display (LCD), 
a keypad for entering, amongst other things, the value 
of the transaction, a printer for printing authorisation 
slips, and a card reader for reading data from the mag- 40 
netic strip on a user's card. Each terminal 58 also has 
an output for transferring data to the network 50. 

The point-of-sale devices 58 of the present embod- 
iment have a number of additional features. Figure 7 
illustrates those addrtionai components and shows how 45 
they might be connected via a databus 60 installed in 
the point-of-sale device 58. Transfer of more than two 
bytes of data is illustrated using thick arrows, whereas 
transfer of less than two bytes of data is illustrated using 
thin arrows. The databus 60 is connected via an encryp- so 
tion/decryption module 63 to a network interface 62 
which enables the transfer of signals to and from the 
X25 network 50. 

As mentioned above, the magnetic strips on the 
cards issued to the authorised users of the apparatus 55 
have an encrypted 32 -byte partial iris code and the cor- 
responding account numbers stored thereon. The point- 
of-sale device comprises a card reader 64 which is 



operable to read the data on the card and place it on the 
databus where it can be deaypted by the encryp- 
tion/decryption module 63. The additional components 
also comprise a charge coupled device (CCD) camera 
66 having an auto-focus mechanism which is operable 
to capture, in digital form, an image of the user and pass 
it onto the databus 60. If desired, the auto-focus mech- 
anism can be overridden by sending a signal to the focal 
length control unit 68 included within the camera 66. 
The focal length control signal can be transmitted via 
the databus 60. An application specific integrated circuit 
(ASIC) 70 contains hardware which is operable to input 
the digital image captured by the camera 66, to identify 
the user's right iris in that image, and thereafter gener- 
ate a 256-byte iris code (again using a similar method to 
that disclosed in US patent number 5.291,560) and 
input the resulting iris code to one of two partial iris code 
derivation modules 72.74, A first one of these modules 
72 is operable to input a three bit binary value from the 
databus 60 and to output a 32 -byte partial iris code, 
derived in a similar way to the partial iris code derived in 
relation to the first embodiment, featuring the bits 
selected in accordance with the three bit value onto the 
databus 60. The second module 74 is operable to input 
a thirteen bit value from the databus 60 and to output a 
160-byte partial iris code onto the databus 60. The 
device 58 further comprises a RAM unit 76 for storing 
digital image data, partial iris codes, acceptable codes 
transmitted over the network and obtained using the 
card reader 64. Finally, the apparatus has a comparison 
unit 78 which is operable to input acceptable data sets 
from the card reader 64 transmitted via the databus 60 
and partial iris codes transmitted via the databus 60 
from the ASIC 70. 

In carrying out a low value financial transaction 
(Figure 8), the user hands the shop assistant his card 
vifhich is then swiped through the reader of the terminal 
device 58. The reader 64 outputs the encrypted accept- 
able data set stored on the card onto the databus 60 
(step 80). The data is then decrypted by the decryption 
module 63 (step 81) and stored in the RAM 76. There- 
after, the shop assistant keys in the value of the transac- 
tion, which again is stored in the RAM 76. Thereafter, 
the apparatus communicates with the server 54 via the 
network 50 in order to establish whether the user has 
sufficient credit to finance the transaction. (The steps 
involved are similar to those carried out in conventional 
apparatuses and are not illustrated). Provided the user 
has sufficient credit, the camera 66 is controlled to cap- 
ture an image of the user's iris (step 82). The digital data 
representing that image is then loaded onto the databus 
60 and into the ASIC 70. The ASIC 70 generates a 256- 
t>yte iris code and passes it to the module 72 which 
derives the partial iris code indicated by the issue 
number of the card, that number being fetched from the 
RAM 76 (step 84). 

The partial iris code generated in this way is then 
output onto the datakXiS and into the comparison unit 78 
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where it is compared to the acceptable data set 
obtained from the card reader 64 installed in the RAM 
76 (step 85). If the partial iris code is sufficiently similar 
to the acceptable data set then the low value transaction 
is approved, and the shop assistant may conrplete the 5 
transaction. If the two data sets are not sufficienty sim- 
ilar, the transaction is refused (step 87). 

In the above description, it will be realised that the 
iris code checking procedure replaces the current tech- 
nique of user authentication, i.e. signature comparison. 10 
However, the security of the transaction can be 
improved further if the steps of Figure 9 are carried out 
instead of the steps of Figure 8. 

In the method illustrated in Figure 9, the partial iris 
code (in this case designated #X), is derived by select- 75 
ing five out of each of the eight bits of each byte of the 
256-byte iris code. It will be realised that the selection 
can be made in 56 different ways, and the five bits 
selected can then be ordered in 120 different ways giv- 
ing 6720 possiWe ways of deriving a partial iris code. 20 
Hence, the value which specifies the selection is a thir- 
teen-bit binary value which represents a number 
between 1 and 6720 selected pseudo-randomly by the 
server 54. This thirteen-bit value is transmitted across 
the network by the server in step 87, and on arrival at 25 
the point-of-sale device is stored in the BAM 76. 

To initiate the transaction process, the shop assist- 
ant swipes the user's card through the card reader 64 
which gathers data relating to the user's account 
number from the magnetic strip on the card. The 30 
account number is then stored in the RAM 76. Thereaf- 
ter, the shop assistant keys in the value of the transac- 
tion using the keypad. Both of these items of information 
are sent (step 88) in a known manner to the server 54 
which responds by either sending a signal indicating 3S 
that ir^ufficient credit is availafcrfe for the transaction or 
alternatively transmits a thirteen-bit signal indicating the 
way in which a partial iris code #X is to be derived (step 
89). On receipt at the point-of-sale device, the thirteen- 
brt binary value is stored in the RAM 76 and the camera 40 
66 is controlled to capture an image of the user's iris 
(step 90). The data representing the digital image is 
then transferred to the iris code generation ASIC 70 
where the input digital data is processed to provide a 
256-byte iris code (step 91 ). That iris code is then input 45 
to the partial iris code nrKxiule 74 which also receives 
the thirteen-bit value from the RAM 76. The iris code is 
operated on by the module in accordance with the thir- 
teen-bit value to provide the requested iris code (step 
92). Those skilled in the art will be able to design the so 
hardware within the ASIC so as to cause it to carry out 
the necessary operation. The requested partial iris code 
is then sent via the databus 60 to the encryption/decryp- 
tion module 63 where it is enaypted (step 93) and 
thereafter transmitted through the network interface 62 55 
and back to the server 54 (step 94). 

In the meantime, software in the server 54 is exe- 
cuted to cause the computer to compute an acceptable 



data set for the account holder by taking the enrolled 
256-byte iris code stored as part of the database 
recorded on the hard disk (Figure 6, 56) for that user 
and carrying out similar operations (step 95) on the 
enrolled Iris code to those carried out at the point-of- 
sale device 58 on the captured iris code. It will be real- 
ised by those skilled in the art that this operation could 
instead be carried out using hardware similar to the 
module 74 contained within the ASIC 70 in the point-of- 
sale device. 

The server 54 then decrypts the encrypted partial 
iris code transmitted from the point-of-sale device (step 
96) and carries out a comparison of the transmitted par- 
tial iris code with the acceptable code it has just com- 
puted (step 97). The server 54 transmits a signal which 
indicates the result of that comparison (step 98). If the 
two codes are sufficiently similar then the server outputs 
a signal representing an approval of the transaction 
which is received by the point-of-sale device (step 99), 
the transaction being allowed to continue. H, however, 
the computer transmits a signal representing disap- 
proval of the transaction, then the point-of-sale device 
58 displays a refusal of the transaction in step 100. 

In the above procedure, the thirteen-bit value is 
derived pseudo-randomly by the server 54. However, 
alternative arrangements can be envisaged in which the 
value is dependent on the time of the request. For 
example, tiie point-of-sale apparatus 58 might addition- 
ally forward to the server in step 88 an indication of the 
time and date of tiie request Botii the server and tiie 
point-of-sale device might synchronously follow a 
sequence of numbers between 1 and 6720, each deriv- 
ing a partial iris code in accordance with the number 
valid at the time of the request. This sequence might 
simply involve the number being incremented by 1 every 
five minutes or might be a pseudo-random sequence 
synchronously followed by both the server 54 and the 
point-of-sale device 58. Many otiier possibilities will 
occur to those skilled in the art. 

The procedure illustrated in Figure 9 may be modi- 
fied by omitting the conrparison carried out by the server 
54 (steps 96 - 98) and instead transmitting tiie accepta- 
ble code derived by the server to the point-of-sale 
device 58, the comparison then being carried out by the 
comparison unit 78. 

To add a yet further increased degree of security to 
the transaction, the additional steps shown in Figure 10 
may be carried out. These steps might, for example, be 
carried out in place of step 86 shown in Figure 8 or after 
the transaction being approved in step 99 of Figure 9. 

Having established, using the methods described 
at)Ove with reference to Figures 8 and 9, to a first level 
of certainty that the user is authentic, security can be 
improved further by arranging the server to ti-ansmit a 
request that the point-of-sale device provides a partial 
iris code #X which is derived from an image where the 
focal length of the optics on the camera 66 is set by the 
focal length control unit 68 rather than being automati- 
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cally set In this case, in s1^ 101 . the server 54 sends 
a signal across the network to the point-of-sale device 
58 which includes a signal indicative of desired focal 
length together with the signal indicative of which oi the 
partial iris codes is required. In the present example, the 
signal indicates that the focal length is to be increased 
to 1.2 times the value calculated by the auto-focus 
mechanism. 

These values are input by the point-of-sale appara- 
tus 58. the partial iris code number being stored in the 
RAM 76 and the focal length code being transmitted to 
the focal length control unit 68. The focal length control 
unit is then operable to adjust the optics of the camera 
to have the new focal length (step 102), whereafter an 
image of the user's iris is obtained. The particular partial 
iris code is then derived, encrypted and transmitted 
(step 103) as explained above in relation to Steps 82 to 
84 of Figure 8. In the meantime, the server 54 computes 
(step 104) an acceptable data set as explained above in 
relation to step 95 of Figure 9. 

The server then runs an algorithm (step 105) to 
compare the derived partial iris codes and establishes 
whether the transmitted partial iris code contains less 
higher spatial frequency information than the accepta- 
ble data set. If it does, then that can be taken as an indi- 
cation of the end-to-end security of the network and a 
signal representing approval of the transaction is output 
in step 107. Atternatively, if the expected loss of higher 
spatial frequency information is not seen, then a signal 
representing disapproval of tine transaction is output in 
step 106. 

Claims 

1 . A method of providing an automatic security check, 
said method comprising the steps of: 

operating a user data capture device to: 

(a) obtain, from a user attempting to pass 
the security check, a user data set; and 

(b) derive a user partial data set from the 
user data set, the derivation involving the 
selection of elements from the user data 
set: 

transmitting said partial data set via a commu- 
^ nications link lo an authentication apparatus 
operable to provide one or more acceptable 
data sets; 

operating said authentication apparatus to 
compare said user partial data set with said 
acceptable data set to determine whether said 
user is a person authorised to pass said secu- 
rity check. 

2. A method according to claim 1 further comprising 
the step of automatically altering of the selection 



process to be used in deriving said user partial data 
set in dependence upon the time. 

3. A method according to claim 1 further comprising 
5 the step of operating said authentication apparatus 

to transmit a challenge signal to said capture device 
specifying which elemerrts are to be selected from 
the user data set to derive the user partial data set. 

10 4. A method according to claim 2 or 3 wherein said 
authentication apparatus stores one or more 
enrolled data sets and said provision of acceptable 
data sets involves selecting elements from said 
enrolled data set to derive an acceptable data set 

15 using a selection process similar to that used in 
deriving the user partial data set from the user data 
set. 

5. A method according to any preceding claim 
20 wherein said user data set comprises a user bio- 

meti-ic data set captured by a user biometric cap- 
tij re device, said user partial data set comprises a 
user partial biometric data set. said enrolled data 
set comprises an enrolled biometric data set and 
25 said acceptatrfe data set comprises an acceptable 
partial biometric data set. 

6. A method according to claim 5 vsfherein said user 
boimetric data set represents an image biometric 

30 and said biometric capture device comprises an 
imaging device. 

7. A metiiod according to claim 6 wherein said imag- 
ing device has externally controllable parameters 

35 and said method further comprises the step of 
operating said authentication apparatus to transmit 
a challenge signal to said imaging device effective 
to specify one or more of said optical parameters. 

40 B, A method according to claim 7 wherein said exter- 
nally controllable optical parameters comprise the 
focal length of the imaging device and the challenge 
signal is effective to specify the focal length. 

45 9. A method according to any of claims 5 to 8 wherein 
said user biometi^ic data set represents a lumi- 
nance pattern of tiie one of the user's irises. 

10. A method according to any preceding claim further 
50 comprising tiie step of encrypting said partial user 

data set before transmission. 

11. A security check terminal comprising: 

55 a user partial data acquisition device operable 

to: 

(a) obtain, from a user attempting to pass 
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the security check, a user data set: and 
(b) derive a user partial data set from the 
user data set, the derivation involving the 
selection of elenrtents from the user data 
set. 

12. A terminal according to claim 1 1 wherein said user 
partial data acquisition device comprises: 

a user data acquisition device; and 
one or more processing means: 
wherein said user data acquisition device is 
operable to capture a user data set and is 
directly connected to said one or more 
processing means which are operable to select 
elements from said user data set to derive a 
user partial data set. 

13. A terminal according to claim 12 wherein: 

said user data capture device comprises a user 
biometric data capture device; and 
said user data set, user partial data set com- 
prise a user biometric data set and a user par- 
tial biometric data set respectively 

14. A portable de/ice for use in enabling an authorised 
person to pass a security check, said device com- 
prising storage means storing an acceptable data 
set comprising elements selected from a user data 
set associated with said authorised user, without 
encoding any of the remaining elements in said 
user data set. 



one or more storage media having recorded 
therein one or more stored data sets, and proc- 
essor readable code executable to verify that a 
remote user is an authorised person, said code 
5 comprising: 

user partial data set input code executable to 
read a user partial data set via said input 
means; 

acceptable data set acquisition code executa- 
10 ble to provide one or more acceptable data sets 

on the taasis of one or more of said stored data 
* sets; 

data set comparison code executable to estab- 
lish whether the user partial data set and the 
15 acceptable data set are sufficiently similar to 

verify that the remote user is an authorised per- 
son; and 

authentication signal generation code operable 
to cause an authentication signal to be output 
20 via said output means on said data sets being 

sufficiently similar 

18. A communications network comprising: 

25 one or more authentication apparatuses 

according to claim 17; 

one or more security check terminals accord- 
ing to daim 11. 12 or 13; and 
one or more data communications links 
30 between said authentication apparatuses and 

terminals. 



15. A portable device according to claim 14 wherein 
said acceptable data set and said user data set 
comprise an authorised partial biometric data set 
and an authorised biometric data set respectively. 



35 



1 6. A security check terminal according to claim 1 1 fur- 
ther comprising: 



40 



a reader for reading an acceptable data set 
stored on a portable device according to claim 
14 or 15: 

a comparison means for comparing said user 
partial data set with said acceptable data set; 
and 

an authenticity signal generating mear^ opera- 
ble to generate a signal indicative of whether 
the user is an authorised person on the basis of 
the comparison made by said comparison 
means. 



45 



50 



17. An autherttication apparatus comprising: 



55 



a partial user data set input means; 
an authentication signal output means; 
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